
 

 www.MontourRec.com 

PO Box 456, Danville, PA 17821 | (570) 336-2060 | RStoudt@MontourRec.com 
   

7:00pm March 22, 2021 Regular Meeting Agenda 
 

This meeting will be conducted through the Zoom platform due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
No in-person meeting will be held. 

In order to prevent malicious conduct online, meeting attendees must register in advance for this meeting  
by contacting Bob Stoudt, MARC Director, at RStoudt@MontourRec.com or (570) 336-2060. 

 

Call to Order 
 

Public Comment 
• Dr. Eric Miller presentation re: Energy Innovation & Carbon Dividend Act (www.EnergyInnovationAct.org, 

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/basics-carbon-fee-dividend/, and page 24)  
 

Officer Reports 
• Chairman’s Report (Tyler Dombroski) 

o Recognition of Dr. Kendra Boell (term to expire 4/22/21) 
o Recognition of Brett Johnson (term to begin 4/23/21) 

• Treasurer’s Report (Dr. John Bulger) (pages 2 - 14) 
• Secretary’s Report (Chris Johns) 

 

Partner Reports 
• Washingtonville Borough 
• Danville Borough 
• Riverside Borough 
• Montour County 
• Danville Area School District 
• Mahoning Township 

 

Assistant Director / Naturalist’s Report (Jon Beam) (page 15) 
 

Senior Maintenance Technician’s Report (Denny Piatt) (page 15) 
 

Director’s Report (Bob Stoudt) (pages 16 - 23) 
• Discussion of Talen Energy / Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association Settlement Agreement (pages 26 – 31) 

 

Old Business 
 

New Business 
• DCNR Park Rehabilitation and Development Grant Application for Hopewell Park Pump Track 
• Danville Area School District Youth in Philanthropy Grant Application 
• 2021 Chilli Challenge 
• Expense Approvals 

o Washingtonville Revitalization Fund Withdrawal ($275) 
o Digital Ensigns (Hopewell Park Signage) ($1,303.80; see page 25) 
o Montour Preserve Picnic Area Restroom Plumbing Repair (not to exceed $2,500) 
o Stone Purchase for Montour Preserve Trail Maintenance (not to exceed $3,000) 
o Montour Preserve Charcoal Grills Purchase (not to exceed $2,500) 

 

Other Items 
 

Adjournment  
 
 
 

next meeting: 7:00pm Monday, April 26, 2021 (anticipated Zoom)  

mailto:RStoudt@MontourRec.com
http://www.energyinnovationact.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/basics-carbon-fee-dividend/
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Number or 

Code

Transaction 

Date

Date Sent to 

Accounting

Recorded on Bank 

Statement
Description of Transaction Credited / Debited to Subaccount

Grant to Credit or 

Debit (if applicable)
Debit   (-) Credit (+)

Account 

Balance

MARC 2021 Checking Account (ID 40) Register

debit card 2/13/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Amazon.com (webcam and USB extension cable) office expenses
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
128.25               49,292.78 

auto pay 2/16/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 PA Department of Revenue (January payroll taxes) payroll taxes
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
138.10               49,154.68 

auto pay 2/16/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 US Treasury (January payroll taxes) payroll taxes
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
966.34               48,188.34 

6579 2/22/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Verizon Montour Preserve (telephone)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
111.48               48,076.86 

6580 2/22/2021 3/5/2021 Dennis Piatt (payroll 1/31 - 2/13) payroll - Piatt
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
364.46               47,712.40 

6581 2/22/2021 3/5/2021 Jon Beam (payroll 1/31 - 2/13) payroll - Beam
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
150.78               47,561.62 

6582 2/22/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Robert Stoudt (payroll 1/31 - 2/13) payroll - Stoudt
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
1,583.41            45,978.21 

6583 2/22/2021 3/5/2021
Lesley Yeich (expense reimbursement for 1/29 Cole's 

Hardware purchase (suet cakes and bird feeder))
Montour Preserve (maintenance / misc)

Montour County 

Hotel Tax
27.51                 45,950.70 

6584 2/22/2021 3/5/2021 Hoover Tractor (oil and filter for tractor) Montour Preserve (maintenance / misc)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
41.59                 45,909.11 

debit card 2/23/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Valero (diesel fuel for tractor) Montour Preserve (maintenance / misc)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
43.64                 45,865.47 

debit card 2/23/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Klein Artworks (annual report printing) administration / miscellaneous
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
330.00               45,535.47 

auto pay 2/23/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 Zoom dues and subscriptions
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
15.89                 45,519.58 

debit card 2/25/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 USPS Danville (stamps) office expenses
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
22.00                 45,497.58 

debit card 2/25/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21
Staples (general office supplies and supplies for Land 

Steward training classes)

$167.85 special projects & events; $239.86 office 

expenses

Montour County 

Hotel Tax
407.71               45,089.87 

6585 2/26/2021 3/5/2021 PPL Electric Utilities Montour Preserve (electricity)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
720.40               44,369.47 

6586 2/26/2021 3/5/2021 PPL Electric Utilities Montour Preserve (electricity)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
1,041.33            43,328.14 

6587 2/26/2021 3/5/2021 PPL Electric Utilities Montour Preserve (electricity)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
44.07                 43,284.07 

6588 2/26/2021 3/5/2021 PPL Electric Utilities Montour Preserve (electricity)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
36.65                 43,247.42 

auto pay 2/26/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 MailChimp (monthly email service)
$11.12 Montour Preserve (email); $11.13 administration 

/ miscellaneous

Montour County 

Hotel Tax
22.25                 43,225.17 

transfer 2/27/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21

transfer of Montour County Hotel Tax funds from 

savings account to reimburse grant-eligible expenses 

incurred 2/13/21 - 2/27/21

Montour County 

Hotel Tax
       6,195.23      49,420.40 

interest 2/28/2021 3/5/2021 2/1 - 2/28/21 dividend interest earned 2/1 - 2/28 interest                2.66      49,423.06 

6589 3/4/2021 Dennis Piatt (payroll 2/14 - 2/27) payroll - Piatt
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
287.82               49,135.24 

6590 3/4/2021 Jon Beam (payroll 2/14 - 2/27) payroll - Beam
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
191.01               48,944.23 

6591 3/4/2021 Robert Stoudt (payroll 2/14 - 2/27) payroll - Stoudt
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
2,404.71            46,539.52 

6592 3/4/2021 PPL Electric Utilities Hess Recreation Area (electricity)
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
45.26                 46,494.26 

6593 3/4/2021 Ted Heaps Container Service
$125 Montour Preserve (trash); $65 Hess Recreation Area 

(trash)

Montour County 

Hotel Tax
190.00               46,304.26 

6594 3/4/2021 US Postal Service (one-year rental of PO box) office expenses
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
92.00                 46,212.26 

6595 3/4/2021 MePush (website hosting) $52.47 Montour Preserve (website); $52.47 admin/misc
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
104.94               46,107.32 

deposit 3/5/2021 deposit

$2,000 other income (sale of Bobcat utility vehicle); $320 

other income (Hess Recreation Area criminal restitution); 

$393.82 Montour Preserve donations; $365 Montour 

Preserve pavilion reservations

       3,078.82      49,186.14 

debit card 3/10/2021 Klein Artworks (donation rack cards) fundraising expenses
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
228.00               48,958.14 

auto pay 3/15/2021 US Treasury (February payroll taxes) payroll taxes
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
1,219.26            47,738.88 

auto pay 3/15/2021 PA Department of Revenue (February payroll taxes) payroll taxes
Montour County 

Hotel Tax
171.42               47,567.46 

direct 

deposit
3/15/2021 Geisinger annual contribution Geisinger contribution (unrestricted)      25,000.00      72,567.46 



 MARC March 22, 2021 meeting agenda packet                                                    page 3 of 37 
 

 

 

  

Number or 

Code

Transaction 

Date

Date Sent to 

Accounting

Recorded on Bank 

Statement
Description of Transaction Debit   (-) Credit (+)

Account 

Balance

2021 beginning balance      33,547.70 

transfer 1/22/21 2/4/21 1/1 - 1/31/21
transfer to checking account to reimburse Montour County Hotel Tax eligible expenses incurred 1/1 - 

1/22/21
12,789.52          20,758.18 

transfer 1/29/21 2/4/21 1/1 - 1/31/21
transfer to checking account to reimburse Montour County Hotel Tax eligible expenses incurred 1/23 - 

1/29/21
1,357.14            19,401.04 

transfer 2/10/21 3/5/21 2/1 - 2/28/21
transfer to checking account to reimburse Montour County Hotel Tax eligible expenses incurred 2/1 - 

2/10/21
4,013.73            15,387.31 

deposit 2/12/21 3/5/21 2/1 - 2/28/21 deposit of Q4 2020 Montour County Hotel Tax grant      21,013.43      36,400.74 

transfer 2/27/21 3/5/21 2/1 - 2/28/21
transfer to checking account to reimburse Montour County Hotel Tax eligible expenses incurred 2/13 - 

2/27/21
6,195.23            30,205.51 

MARC 2021 Savings Account (ID 01) Register
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82,055.36$       

-$                   

82,055.36$       

2,426.79$         

79,628.57$       

30,205.51$       

49,423.06$       

79,628.57$       

-$                   

TRANSACTION 

DATE
CHECK # DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION AMOUNT

-$                   

TRANSACTION 

DATE
CHECK # DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION AMOUNT

2/22/2021 6580 Dennis Piatt (payroll 1/31 - 2/13) 364.46                        

2/22/2021 6581 Jon Beam (payroll 1/31 - 2/13)                        150.78 

2/22/2021 6583
Lesley Yeich (expense reimbursement for 1/29 Cole's Hardware purchase (suet 

cakes and bird feeder))
                         27.51 

2/22/2021 6584 Hoover Tractor (oil and filter for tractor)                          41.59 

2/26/2021 6585 PPL Electric Utilities                        720.40 

2/26/2021 6586 PPL Electric Utilities                    1,041.33 

2/26/2021 6587 PPL Electric Utilities                          44.07 

2/26/2021 6588 PPL Electric Utilities 36.65                        

2,426.79$         

TOTAL

WITHDRAWALS NOT YET CLEARED

TOTAL

withdrawals not yet cleared (detailed below)

calculated balance (should agree with actual combined balance)

actual combined balance

difference

DEPOSITS NOT YET POSTED

balance (savings account ID01)

balance (checking account ID40)

MARC Account Reconciliation - Service 1st Accounts
UPDATED 2/28/2021

subtotal

ending balance from 2/28/2021 bank statement

deposits not yet posted (detailed below)
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YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL 

EXPENSES

BUDGETED 

EXPENSES
FUNDING SOURCES

YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL 

INCOME

BUDGETED 

INCOME

YEAR-TO-DATE 

LINE ITEM 

SURPLUS / 

(DEFICIT)

BUDGETED 

LINE ITEM 

SURPLUS / 

(DEFICIT)

Columbia County Projects (including North Branch Canal Trail) (47.78)               (2,000.00)         Columbia County Hotel Tax Grant -                     2,000.00           (47.78)               -                     

Hess Recreation Area (3,939.58)         (17,000.00)       User Fees -                     1,000.00           (3,939.58)         (16,000.00)       

Hopewell Park / Danville Borough Farm Trails (2,389.34)         (6,000.00)         -                     (2,389.34)         (6,000.00)         

Pavilion / Auditorium Rental Fees -                     9,000.00           

Donations 498.82              9,000.00           

Transfer From Central Susquehanna Community Foundation Fund 40,000.00        40,000.00        

North Branch Canal Trail (Montour County) (53.82)               (3,750.00)         -                     (53.82)               (3,750.00)         

North Branch Canal Trail Parking / River Access -                     (1,500.00)         -                     -                     (1,500.00)         

Tools & Supplies (100.07)             (2,500.00)         -                     (100.07)             (2,500.00)         

All-Terrain Vehicle Purchase (*) -                     (13,000.00)       Grants (*) -                     13,000.00        -                     -                     

Bicycle / Pedestrian Safety Projects (217.81)             (2,500.00)         -                     (217.81)             (2,500.00)         

Bicycle Routes Mapping and Promotion (13.69)               (1,000.00)         -                     (13.69)               (1,000.00)         

Chilli Challenge Adventure Triathlon -                     (6,000.00)         Race Registration Fees [$5,500] and Sponsorships [$500] -                     6,000.00           -                     -                     

Danville Borough Play Set Installation -                     (2,000.00)         -                     -                     (2,000.00)         

Girls ROC Camp (*) -                     (1,000.00)         Grants, Donations, and Participant Fees (*) 200.71              1,000.00           200.71              -                     

Hopewell Park Pump Track Design and Planning -                     (2,500.00)         -                     -                     (2,500.00)         

Regional Mountain Biking Promotion (636.53)             (2,000.00)         -                     (636.53)             (2,000.00)         

Riverside Borough Parks Revitalization -                     (2,000.00)         -                     -                     (2,000.00)         

Special Projects and Events - Other (343.00)             (1,500.00)         -                     (343.00)             (1,500.00)         

Tourism Promotion Special Projects - Other (168.53)             (1,500.00)         -                     (168.53)             (1,500.00)         

Washingtonville Revitalization Projects (453.36)             (4,000.00)         Grants and Donations 436.75              2,000.00           (16.61)               (2,000.00)         

Wellness Special Projects (41.06)               (1,000.00)         -                     (41.06)               (1,000.00)         

Accounting (385.00)             (1,500.00)         -                     (385.00)             (1,500.00)         

Administration / Misc. Other (Includes Stoudt Admin. Labor) (7,352.92)         (17,000.00)       -                     (7,352.92)         (17,000.00)       

Audit (2,300.00)         (3,000.00)         -                     (2,300.00)         (3,000.00)         

Dues & Licensing Fees (865.78)             (2,500.00)         -                     (865.78)             (2,500.00)         

Fundraising (821.00)             (1,000.00)         -                     (821.00)             (1,000.00)         

Insurance (D&O, General, & Workers' Comp) -                     (13,000.00)       -                     -                     (13,000.00)       

Office Supplies (630.69)             (1,500.00)         -                     (630.69)             (1,500.00)         

Public Notices (538.90)             (500.00)             -                     (538.90)             (500.00)             

2020 Year-End Carryover Unrestricted Balance 6,859.38           10,000.00        6,859.38           10,000.00        

Geisinger Contribution 25,000.00        25,000.00        25,000.00        25,000.00        

Montour County Hotel Tax 2020 Carryover Balance 33,542.07        20,000.00        33,542.07        20,000.00        

Montour County Hotel Tax 2021 Grants 21,013.43        90,000.00        21,013.43        90,000.00        

Other Income 2,880.93           500.00              2,880.93           500.00              

Unrestricted Donations -                     10,000.00        -                     10,000.00        

TOTAL EXPENSES (35,677.82)       (235,750.00)    TOTAL INCOME 130,432.09      238,500.00      94,754.28        2,750.00          

SP
EC
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L 
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A
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NOTE: Budget line items marked with (*) will occur only if grants and/or donations can be secured to fully fund the projects.

MARC 2021 BUDGET
ADOPTED 11/23/2020; YEAR-TO-DATE INFORMATION UPDATED AS OF 3/19/21

EXPENSE

P
A

R
K

 &
 T

R
A

IL
 M

A
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N

A
N

C
E

Montour Preserve (123,000.00)    (65,000.00)       (14,378.97)       26,119.85        
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EXPENSE

YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL
BUDGET

MOWING -                    (6,000)              

PARKING LOT -                    (2,000)              

TRASH REMOVAL (195.00)            (800)                  

RESTROOMS (178.97)            (2,000)              

RESTROOM ROOF REPAIR -                    (700)                  

MAINTENANCE - OTHER (3,425.22)        (5,000)              

ELECTRICITY (140.38)            (500)                  

TOTAL (3,939.58)        (17,000)           

EXPENSE
YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL
BUDGET

MOWING -                    (2,500)              

MAINTENANCE - OTHER (2,389.34)        (2,500)              

PARKING LOT -                    (500)                  

TRASH REMOVAL -                    (500)                  

TOTAL (2,389.34)        (6,000)              

EXPENSE
YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL
BUDGET

MOWING -                    (750)                  

MAINTENANCE - OTHER (53.82)              (750)                  
CLOSED AREA REHABILITATION -                    (1,000)              

TRAILHEAD SIGNAGE -                    (750)                  

BROCHURES -                    (500)                  

TOTAL (53.82)              (3,750)              

EXPENSE
YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL
BUDGET

MOWING -                    (1,200)              

OTHER LABOR & MAINT. -                    (300)                  

TOTAL -                    (1,500)              

HOPEWELL PARK 2021 BUDGET

NORTH BRANCH CANAL TRAIL (MONTOUR) 2021 BUDGET

NBCT PARKING / RIVER ACCESS 2021 BUDGET

MONTOUR AREA RECREATION COMMISSION MANAGED SITES 2021 BUDGETS
BUDGET ADOPTED 11/23/2020; YEAR-TO-DATE INFORMATION UPDATED 3/19/21

HESS RECREATION AREA 2021 BUDGET

MOWING
(6,000)

PARKING LOT
(2,000)

TRASH REMOVAL
(800)

RESTROOMS
(2,000)

RESTROOM ROOF 
REPAIR

(700)

MAINTENANCE -
OTHER
(5,000)

ELECTRICITY
(500)

2021 HESS RECREATION AREA BUDGETED EXPENSES

MOWING
(2,500)

MAINTENANCE -
OTHER
(2,500) PARKING LOT

(500)

TRASH REMOVAL
(500)

2021 HOPEWELL PARK BUDGETED EXPENSES

MOWING
(750)

MAINTENANCE -
OTHER

(750)
CLOSED AREA 

REHABILITATION
(1,000)

TRAILHEAD 
SIGNAGE

(750)

BROCHURES
(500)

2021 NORTH BRANCH CANAL TRAIL (MONTOUR CO.)

BUDGETED EXPENSES

MOWING
(1,200)

OTHER LABOR & 
MAINT.

(300)

2021 NBCT PARKING / RIVER ACCESS
BUDGETED EXPENSES
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  YEAR-TO-DATE 

ACTUAL
BUDGET

(8,791.14)           (49,000.00)      

cleaning service -                      (4,000.00)        

HVAC system maintenance -                      (500.00)            

lawn care -                      (21,000.00)      

parking lot / road maintenance -                      (1,000.00)        

security system (223.96)              (1,200.00)        

sewage pumping -                      (1,000.00)        

supplies / misc. (357.87)              (14,000.00)      

water testing -                      (1,200.00)        

wildlife management (233.76)              (3,000.00)        

picnic area restroom plumbing repair -                      (2,500.00)        

trail markers and signage (185.06)              (2,000.00)        

electric (3,651.57)           (15,000.00)      

internet service (158.00)              (1,100.00)        

telephone (222.96)              (1,300.00)        

trash service (375.00)              (1,800.00)        

website hosting / email service (179.65)              (900.00)            

-                      (2,000.00)        

-                      (500.00)            

(14,378.97)$     (123,000.00)$ 

MONTOUR PRESERVE 2021 BUDGET

ADOPTED 11/23/20

YEAR-TO-DATE ACTUAL AS OF 3/19/21

U
TI

LI
TI

ES

brochures and promotional materials

programming and educational supplies

EXPENSE TOTAL

SI
TE

 M
A

IN
TE

N
A

N
C

E 
&

 O
P
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A
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O

N
S

EXPENSE

personnel

2021 MONTOUR PRESERVE ACCOUNTING SUMMARY AMOUNT

Carryover starting balance from 2020 -$                   

donations received direct to MARC checking 498.82$            

pavilion / auditorium reservations completed YTD -$                   

donations granted from CSCF Montour Preserve Fund 40,000.00$      

Montour County Hotel Tax reimbursements 10,126.11$      

expenses incurred (5,587.83)$       

MARC labor year-to-date (8,791.14)$       

2021 YEAR-TO-DATE PROJECT BALANCE 36,245.96$      
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ACCOUNTING REPORT DISCLAIMER 

The following financial reports have been provided by Susan Shultz, CPA, 

using information provided by management of the Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC). 

Reports are provided in accordance with accounting principles used for the tax basis of accounting. 

 

Susan Shultz, CPA does not verify the accuracy or completeness of the information 

provided by MARC’s management and expresses no assurance on the financial statements. 

Susan Shultz, CPA cannot be relied upon to identify or disclose any misstatements, 

including those caused by fraud or error, or to identify or disclose any wrongdoing 

within MARC or noncompliance with laws or regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS UNAVAILABLE 
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR / NATURALIST’S REPORT 

 

In the past month, the assistant director has continued producing weekly episodes of Nature Notes, was 

interviewed for a newspaper article upcoming in the Danville News and has been preparing for the upcoming 

PA Master Naturalist class. 

 

Jon Beam 

3/15/21 

 

 

SENIOR MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN’S REPORT 

 

removed snow plow markers along Preserve's roads and parking lots 

 

changed oil, filter and serviced tractor 

 

put up no boating signs due to the migration season for March and April at the Lake 

 

installed more of the new signs at the Preserve 

 

for the third time picked up beer cans along preserve road adjacent to spillway 

 

SPTMT 

Dennis Piatt 

3/15/21 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 

GRANTS 

 

• Montour County Hotel Tax 

o $30,199.88 in Hotel Tax funds remain earmarked in MARC’s savings account 

o An internal fund transfers of Hotel Tax funds was made on 2/27/21 ($6,195.23) as documented on 

pages 4 of this agenda packet 

o The next installment for Q1 2021 is anticipated mid-May 

 

• DCNR 2020 Non-Motorized Trails Grant (Danville Borough Levee North Branch Canal Trail 

Construction)  

o A meeting is scheduled for 4/9/21 with all project partners to begin preparations for next steps 
 

MANAGED SITES 
 

• Hopewell Park / Danville Borough Farm 
o The new Hopewell Park Pump Track Fund at the Community Giving Foundation has been 

established and is now accepting contributions at 
https://csgiving.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create?funit_id=2254  

o Stoudt has created a presentation for potential pump track project donors, available at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1DRhttSDZ3OfL0aYTa1uFPhW1XYNO7x/view?usp=sharing   
▪ Stoudt has delivered the presentation to numerous individuals and organizations and has shared 

the file with others who are advocating for the project on MARC’s behalf 
o Stoudt will recommend at this meeting that MARC apply for funding through the 2021 DCNR Park 

Rehabilitation and Development grant program 
▪ MARC will be required to match DCNR grant funds with locally-secured funds 

• Stoudt thanks the Columbia-Montour Visitors Bureau, Dr. Victor Marks Jr.,            
Dr. Victor Marks, Dr. Jon Gabrielsen, Dr. Matt McElroy, Dave Decoteau, Harold 
Schrawder, and Chadd Roadarmel for major support of fundraising efforts 

• Fundraising is ongoing as of the time of report distribution; a to-date total will be 
reported during this meeting 

o MARC thanks Kris Huber and Nick Craven for constructing and donating to Hopewell Park a 
heavy-duty bike rack 
▪ The rack was delivered to the site on 3/19 and temporarily placed near the gazebo access 

sidewalk 
▪ Stoudt anticipates relocating the rack to a yet-to-be created concrete pad for more secure 

permanent use 
o Stoudt is working with Kevin Bowie, Dr. Matt McElroy, Dave Decoteau and others to evaluate and 

improve the trail signage system 
▪ Stoudt will present an invoice for approval during this meeting to purchase new signage to be 

installed at locations where needed (see page 25) 
▪ Stoudt anticipates working with an Eagle Scout candidate from Riverside to install the signage 

 

• Montour Township (Columbia County) Legion Road parcel 
o No concerns noted since last meeting 

 

• River Drive parcel (North Branch Canal Trail trailhead and river access) 
o No concerns noted since last meeting  

https://csgiving.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create?funit_id=2254
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1DRhttSDZ3OfL0aYTa1uFPhW1XYNO7x/view?usp=sharing
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 

MANAGED SITES (continued) 
 

• North Branch Canal Trail  
o Stoudt, Wayne Kashner, and Tyler Servose from the Montour County Conservation District met on 

3/16/21 to consider options to improve the ford crossing at trail mile 2.72 
▪ Servose will consult with others and contact Stoudt with options for consideration 

o Montour County Commissioners acted on 11/17/20 to resume legal action against the owners of the 
Bear Hunters’ Grove Campground, located at the Montour County / Columbia County line, to 
compel removal of ongoing encroachments on the North Branch Canal Trail  
▪ Stoudt has posted trail closures on either side of the campground, to remain in effect until the 

legal dispute is resolved and the encroachments are removed 
▪ As of 3/19/21, Stoudt does not believe legal notice has been served against the campground 

owners 
o The Columbia County Commissioners on 3/18/21 acted on the quitclaim deed for the portion of the 

North Branch Canal Trail in Columbia County to accept ownership from the SEDA-COG Joint Rail 
Authority 
▪ MARC believes the document will now go back to the SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority for 

final signatures and recording 
 

• Hess Recreation Area 
o Stoudt anticipates installing the remaining ‘No Parking’ signs near the restrooms and park access 

road in coming days 
o Stoudt has been in contact with Danville Borough Street Superintendent Bruce Earlston regarding 

the possible donation of numerous loads of road millings for the parking lot 
▪ Millings will become available when street work begins in Danville Borough and Mahoning 

Township 
▪ Stoudt and Earlston both anticipate heavy dump truck traffic will potentially cause damage to 

the park access road, but Stoudt hopes to repave the road next year if funding allows and 
believes the time is right to take advantage of this long-anticipated opportunity 

• Stoudt and Earlston will try to time the delivery of the loads when the road is dry and 
stable, but the timing will be dictated primarily by the paving contractor’s schedule   

o The Danville Lady Railers league anticipates beginning play during the week of 3/22/21 
o Numerous field and pavilion reservations are being made for the 2021 season, far exceeding 2020 
o Trail usage in the first part of 2021 continues to remain at or above the elevated levels of usage seen 

during 2020 
▪ If current usage levels persist, Stoudt anticipates 45,000 – 50,000 visits to the Hess Loop Trail 

o Water levels have continued to prevent work to repair the damaged section of the Mahoning Flats 
Trail boardwalk; repairs will be made when conditions allow 

o One road culvert pipe remains significantly blocked from recent storm erosion; Stoudt has reached 
out to Danville area contacts for assistance 

o Stoudt continues design work for the new J. Manley Robbins Trail interpretive sign for installation at 
the Beaver Place Trailhead (no progress since last meeting) 

o Salvaged materials from the bike skills area have been stockpiled in the parking lot 
▪ Materials will be moved to storage at the pig barn for eventual reconstruction at Hopewell Park 

when conditions allow and necessary permissions are secured 
o Stoudt met on 3/10/21 with Dave Decoteau to evaluate potential new trail locations to be cleared for 

the planned Dirty Grin Mountain Bike Festival 
▪ Volunteers under Decoteau’s guidance will begin work as soon as 3/21/21 to clear vegetation 

along the routes approved by Stoudt 
▪ No disturbance of wetlands or other sensitive areas will be allowed   
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 

MANAGED SITES (continued) 

 

• Montour Preserve  

o Internet service has not yet been restored at the site 

▪ Service failed on (or before) 1/11/21 and remains out of order as of 3/20/21 

▪ Stoudt met on 2/12/21 with a technician from Sky Packet Networks 

• The technician found that a radio receiver had failed, but replacement parts are not 

currently available 

• Parts have been ordered, but it is unknown when service will be restored 

▪ Billing by Sky Packet Networks has been suspended and a credit has been applied to MARC’s 

account for the period of time during which service has been unavailable 

o Work on signage installation has resumed 

▪ Current project status can be seen at 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1zJ0iJhbMwva1NZHNxpLEaNd4IFLxNCQk&usp=sharing  

o Stoudt on 3/19/21 submitted to the Montour County Zoning Officer the required Montour County 

Zoning Hearing Board Application for Special Exception to allow watercraft concessions 

▪ Stoudt will publicize the meeting date when it is known 

o The winning bidder for the Bobcat utility vehicle met on 3/3/21 with Stoudt and Piatt to take 

delivery of the vehicle and accessories 

▪ The materials were successfully removed and payment of $2,000 was made in full 

▪ Stoudt will consult with Board members to determine whether these funds should be 

earmarked for a particular usage, perhaps a new trail grooming vehicle 

o Stoudt has created and distributed around the Montour Preserve new rack cards for Montour 

Preserve donations and Lake Chillisquaque voluntary watercraft launch tags 

o The HVAC until for the Environmental Education Center auditorium was repaired on 3/10/21 

▪ A refrigerant leak was discovered and repaired; all systems are now working properly 

o MARC will begin opening the visitors’ center on Sundays from 8am – 4pm to accommodate 

continued high visitor demand 

▪ Stoudt anticipates Sunday hours will continue until at least November 

o Talen Energy Corporation / Talen Generation, LLC / Montour, LLC and the Middle Susquehanna 

Riverkeeper Association on 3/2/21 announced a settlement agreement related to coal combustion 

operations at the Montour Power Plant 

▪ Stoudt will discuss the settlement agreement’s impact on MARC, the Montour Preserve, and 

Montour County during this meeting as documented on pages 26 – 31 of this agenda packet 

▪ Stoudt attended the 3/3/21 Anthony Township Supervisors’ meeting, the 3/8/21 Mahoning 

Township Supervisors’ meeting, the 3/9/21 Montour County Commissioners’ meeting, and met 

with numerous media outlets to answer questions related to the agreement’s implications for 

MARC and the Montour Preserve 

• Links to most media stories have been provided on the MARC and Montour Preserve 

Facebook pages 

▪ Stoudt has provided input to regional elected officials, DCNR, and other interested entities 

▪ Stoudt spoke by phone on 3/16/21 with representatives of DCNR to answer questions and 

consider options for next steps to be taken  

  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1zJ0iJhbMwva1NZHNxpLEaNd4IFLxNCQk&usp=sharing
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS 

 

• Bicycle / Pedestrian Safety Projects 

o Stoudt attended (online) the 2/24/21 meeting of the Middle Susquehanna Active Transportation 

Committee 

o Stoudt on 3/8/21 met (online) with representatives of the Middle Susquehanna Active Transportation 

Committee’s Connections Work Group to discuss options for regional pedestrian and bicycle trail 

connections 

▪ Stoudt has joined the Connections Work Group to provide continue input on planning and 

implementing regional trail connections 

o Stoudt attended (online) the 2/24/21 PennDOT bikeway webinar 

 

• Bicycle Routes Mapping and Promotion 

o Stoudt on 2/25/21 met (online) with Andrew Miller, Executive Director – Susquehanna River Valley 

Visitors Bureau, to discuss options for bicycling route mapping and online distribution 

▪ Stoudt and Miller are considering the use of RideWithGPS (www.RideWithGPS.com) for 

online mapping of routes 

▪ This software will allow creation of routes by regional recreation and tourism promotion 

organization, as well as by individuals 

o Stoudt anticipates also creating and distributing hard copy brochures of routes within MARC’s 

service area, including those created by the Washingtonville Revitalization Committee  

o Stoudt will update mapping for other known routes, including the Chilli Challenge, 75 Miles of 

MonTour, and others, for publication and promotion 

o Stoudt anticipates creating a page on MARC’s website for content distribution and linking to the 

pages of the Susquehanna River Valley Visitors Bureau and Columbia Montour Visitors Bureau 

 

• Chilli Challenge Adventure Triathlon 

o Stoudt will recommend at this meeting that MARC move forward with planning and permitting for a 

10/2/21 event date 

o Stoudt will continue to monitor the status of the COVID-19 vaccine distribution to ensure it will be 

safe for MARC to host the event as planned 

o Stoudt hopes to co-promote the event with the planned 10/10/21 unPAved of the Susquehanna River 

Valley event (https://www.unpavedpennsylvania.com/)  

o Because MARC’s bike racks were stolen from the pig barn in 2018, MARC will need to purchase 

new materials to create bike racks 

  

• Danville Borough Play Set Installation (no updates since last meeting) 

o St. Joseph Catholic School in Danville has donated to MARC the play set formerly in place at the 

school’s playground 

o MARC staff and volunteers, with major support from the Danville Borough Street Department, on 

10/30/20 disassembled the play set and moved it to the pig barn for storage 

o MARC staff will repair and possibly repaint play set materials in coming weeks in preparation for 

reassembly 

o It is anticipated the play set will be reconstructed at the F.Q. Hartman Recreation Area this spring 

 

http://www.ridewithgps.com/
https://www.unpavedpennsylvania.com/
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS (continued) 

 

• Girls ROC Camp  

o $200.71 remains earmarked in MARC’s checking account for the 2021 camps 

o 2021 camp dates will be: 

▪ Girls ROC Level 1 – 6/7, 6/9, 6/14, and 6/16/21 at the Hess Recreation Area 

▪ Girls ROC Level 2 – 6/21 and 6/23/21 at Hopewell Park 

▪ Ladies ROC – 7/10/21 at the Hess Recreation Area and Hopewell Park 

▪ Other dates to be announced (https://www.facebook.com/girlsrocmtb)  

o Stoudt will remain in contact with event organizers to help administer the event as needed 
 

• Regional Mountain Biking Promotion 
o Stoudt on 3/2/21 met (online) with organizers of the planned Dirty Grin Mountain Bike Festival, 

scheduled for 6/18 – 6/20/21 
▪ MARC will provide assistance with event hosting at the Hess Recreation Area and will assist 

as needed with promoting the event 
o Stoudt on 3/17/21 met (online) with representatives of the Union County Trail Authority / Union 

County Planning to discuss regional trail development and promotion efforts 
o Stoudt on 3/18/21 spoke by phone with Nick Loftus, President – Susquehanna Area Mountain Bike 

Association, to discuss regional trail development and promotion efforts 
o Stoudt on 3/20/21 attended a tour of the Famous Reading Outdoors trail area in Schuylkill County 

with Andrew Miller, Executive Director – Susquehanna River Valley Visitors Bureau, Dave Pryor, 
Director – unPAved of the Susquehanna River Valley, and representatives of Famous Reading 
Outdoors (www.ReadingOutdoors.com) to evaluate options for regional mountain biking events 

o A meeting of the MBAG Advisory Committee was held (online) on 3/12/21 
▪ Meeting minutes are provided in this meeting agenda packet as pages 32 - 37 

 

• Riverside Borough Parks Revitalization (no updates since last meeting) 
o The replacement sign for the river access will be installed when conditions allow 
o Stoudt will contact Riverside Borough representatives to discuss opportunities for MARC to assist 

with revitalizing the Borough’s parks and outdoor recreation areas 
 

• Special Projects and Events – Other 
o Stoudt has been in contact with regional organizations to begin planning for the 4/24/21 parks and 

trails cleanup event 
▪ Stoudt anticipates locations will include the Hess Recreation Area, Hopewell Park, North 

Branch Canal Trail, North Branch Canal Trail Parking Area / River Access, Montour 
Preserve, Washingtonville Borough, Montgomery Park River Access, Riverside Borough 
River Access, and the North Branch Susquehanna River (water levels permitting)  

▪ Stoudt anticipates renting a dumpster for the event, to be staged at the Hess Recreation Area 

• Dumping fees will be waived if the event is registered with the Keep PA Beautiful 
program 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/girlsrocmtb
http://www.readingoutdoors.com/


 MARC March 22, 2021 meeting agenda packet                                                    page 22 of 37 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS (continued) 
 

• Tourism Promotion Special Projects – Other 
o Stoudt on 3/2/21 met (online) with the Lower North Branch Susquehanna River Stakeholders group 
o Stoudt and the Columbia-Montour Visitors Bureau continue working to finalize the mapping of all 

parks, trails, and outdoor recreational sites in and around Montour County   
▪ the brochure and online content release is tentatively anticipated in April 

o Stoudt continues to participate in the Danville Heritage Festival Committee to consider options for a 
2021 event, now scheduled for 9/4/21 in conjunction with the Danville Business Alliance Fall Arts 
& Crafts Festival 

o No new updates are available regarding the ongoing navigable waters dispute along Fishing Creek in 
Columbia County 

 

• Washingtonville Revitalization Projects 
o Stoudt continues to coordinate with the Washingtonville Revitalization Committee to focus on 

projects of interest to the group and Washingtonville Borough 
o Mayor Tyler Dombroski continues to work with a landowner adjacent to Chillisquaque Creek to 

revise a proposed stream access easement 
▪ If approved by the landowner, Stoudt expects to present the agreement to MARC’s Board for 

consideration at an upcoming meeting 
o Washingtonville Borough Council has considered suggestions for new improvements at DeLong 

Park  
▪ Stoudt and Mayor Dombroski will continue to gather input from the Washingtonville 

Revitalization Committee and anticipate beginning work as soon as approvals and necessary 
permitting are received and weather conditions allow 

o Stoudt continues to work with Washingtonville Revitalization Committee members to identify, map, 
and promote bicycling routes in the Washingtonville area 

▪ Stoudt hopes to make brochures available by the start of the spring biking season 
 

• Wellness Special Projects 
o No updates since last meeting 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 
 

OTHER UPDATES 
 

• Brett Johnson was appointed on 3/9/21 by the Montour County Commissioners to begin serving as a 

Montour County resident representative as of 4/23/21, to fill the seat being vacated by the expiration of 

Dr. Kendra Boell’s term 

o This meeting will be Dr. Boell’s last meeting 

• Stoudt on 3/9/21 provided an online presentation to the local chapter of Trout Unlimited to explain 

MARC’s operations and propose opportunities for collaboration 

• Stoudt on 2/26/21 met (online) with representatives of Geisinger to provide the required annual update 

on MARC’s activities 

o Geisinger’s annual contribution of $25,000 to MARC was direct deposited on 3/15/21 to 

MARC’s checking account at Service 1st Federal Credit Union 

• Stoudt has provided information to a potential donor for the proposed Snowdog trail grooming vehicle 

purchase (www.Snowdog.com)  

o Stoudt on 3/16/21 received word that a donation will be made, but it is not yet known whether 

the donation will cover the full purchase price or when the donation will occur 

• Stoudt continues to work with McKonly & Asbury to complete MARC’s 2020 audit 

o it is anticipated the audit will be complete by mid-April 

• Stoudt has scheduled an initial training session on 4/10/21 for MARC’s new Land Steward program 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS (MARC events in bold) 

 

• 3/27/21 Mentored youth trout season 

• 4/3/21  Trout season opening day 

• 4/10/21 MARC Land Steward training 

• 4/14/21 DCNR grant deadline 

• 4/24/21 Danville River Town Cleanup Event 

• 6/18 – 6/20/21 Dirty Grin Mountain Bike Festival 

• 9/4/21  Danville Heritage Festival / Danville Business Alliance Fall Arts & Crafts Festival 

• 9/11/21 Fork to Farm Fondo (tentative) 

• 10/2/21 Chilli Challenge (proposed)  

• 10/10/21 unPAved of the Susquehanna River Valley  

http://www.snowdog.com/
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